Diploma Programme
Programme du diplome

Programa del Diploma

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021

All rights reserved. No part of this product may be reproduced in any form or by any
electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems,
without the prior written permission from the IB. Additionally, the license tied with this
product prohibits use of any selected files or extracts from this product. Use by third
parties, including but not limited to publishers, private teachers, tutoring or study services,
preparatory schools, vendors operating curriculum mapping services or teacher resource
digital platforms and app developers, whether fee-covered or not, is prohibited and is a
criminal offense.

More information on how to request written permission in the form of a license can be
obtained from https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/ib-publishing/licensing/applying-for-a-
license/.

© Organisation du Baccalauréat International 2021

Tous droits réservés. Aucune partie de ce produit ne peut étre reproduite sous quelque
forme ni par quelque moyen que ce soit, électronique ou meécanique, y compris des
systemes de stockage et de récupération d’informations, sans Il'autorisation écrite
préalable de I'IB. De plus, la licence associée a ce produit interdit toute utilisation de tout
fichier ou extrait sélectionné dans ce produit. L'utilisation par des tiers, y compris, sans
toutefois s’y limiter, des éditeurs, des professeurs particuliers, des services de tutorat ou
d’aide aux études, des établissements de préparation a I'enseignement supérieur, des
fournisseurs de services de planification des programmes d’études, des gestionnaires de
plateformes pédagogiques en ligne, et des développeurs d’applications, moyennant
paiement ou non, est interdite et constitue une infraction pénale.

Pour plus d’informations sur la procédure a suivre pour obtenir une autorisation écrite
sous la forme d’une licence, rendez-vous a I'adresse https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/
ib-publishing/licensing/applying-for-a-license/.

© Organizacion del Bachillerato Internacional, 2021

Todos los derechos reservados. No se podra reproducir ninguna parte de este producto
de ninguna forma ni por ningiin medio electrénico o mecanico, incluidos los sistemas de
almacenamiento y recuperacion de informacién, sin la previa autorizacion por escrito del
IB. Ademas, la licencia vinculada a este producto prohibe el uso de todo archivo o
fragmento seleccionado de este producto. El uso por parte de terceros —lo que incluye,
a titulo enunciativo, editoriales, profesores particulares, servicios de apoyo académico o
ayuda para el estudio, colegios preparatorios, desarrolladores de aplicaciones y
entidades que presten servicios de planificacién curricular u ofrezcan recursos para
docentes mediante plataformas digitales—, ya sea incluido en tasas o no, esta prohibido
y constituye un delito.

En este enlace encontrara mas informacién sobre cémo solicitar una autorizacién por
escrito en forma de licencia: https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/ib-publishing/licensing/
applying-for-a-license/.

International Baccalaureate”
Baccalauréat International
Bachillerato Imtemnacional




Diploma Programme
Programme du dipléme

Programa del Diploma

English A: language and literature — Higher level — Paper 1
Anglais A : langue et littérature — Niveau supérieur — Epreuve 1
Inglés A: Lengua y Literatura — Nivel Superior — Prueba 1

Monday 10 May 2021 (afternoon)

Lundi 10 mai 2021 (aprés-midi)
Lunes 10 de mayo de 2021 (tarde)

2h15m

Instructions to candidates

* Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.

* Write a guided analysis of text 1.

* Write a guided analysis of text 2.

* Use the guiding question or propose an alternative technical or formal aspect of the text to focus
your analysis.

* The maximum mark for this examination paper is [40 marks].

Instructions destinées aux candidats

* N’ouvrez pas cette épreuve avant d’'y étre autorisé(e).

* Rédigez une analyse dirigée du texte 1.

* Rédigez une analyse dirigée du texte 2.

» Utilisez la question d’orientation ou proposez une autre maniere d’aborder le texte en
choisissant un aspect technique ou formel sur lequel concentrer votre analyse.

* Le nombre maximum de points pour cette épreuve d’examen est de [40 points].

Instrucciones para los alumnos

* No abra esta prueba hasta que se lo autoricen.

e Escriba un analisis guiado del texto 1.

» Escriba un analisis guiado del texto 2.

e Utilice la pregunta de orientacién o proponga otro aspecto técnico o formal del texto en el que
centrar su analisis.

* La puntuacién maxima para esta prueba de examen es [40 puntos].
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Write a guided analysis of the following text.

1.

The following article is taken from the BuzzFeed News website, an international news organization for
readers looking for something original. It is featured in the “Reader” section, which focuses on culture
and criticism.
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BuzzFeed News

REPORTING TO YOU

ABOUTUS GOTATIP? SUPPORTUS BUZZFEED.COM SECTIONS V¥V

To Love Your Sister Is To Grieve Your Twin

It's impossible to explain what having a twin is like to someone who asks, but | am going to try.

& Tomiobaro

My father prayed for twins. This is a fact my mother usually recites

during birthdays, the impending new year, Thanksgiving, and other
increasingly rare moments when mother, father, brother, sister, and |
are all in the same room in the same time zone. He prayed for twins
and we came.

First Dami, short for Oluwadamilola (which means “God has made
me rich” in Yoruba), and then 25 minutes later, me, Tomi, Oluwatomilola
(“God is my sufficiency”). My father prayed for twins, but the odds were

in his favor. The Yoruba have the highest twinning rate in the world.

Science cannot account for this strange phenomenon. Apparently it has

something to do with the skin of the yams we eat or the high amount

of a certain chemical found in the beans the women traditionally soak and cook in palm oil.
Whatever the reason, we're supposed to bring good luck and prosperity to our families.

My first conscious memory involves my sister. We're sitting on potties in our little bathroom
in Surrey, England, babbling to each other, trying to capture the tonal resonances of Yoruba and
failing. Laughing.

We are not identical, but for the first maybe 18 years of our lives, we just say yes when
people ask, because we might as well be. We have dark brown eyes that turn to slants when
we smile. Milk-white baby teeth that gradually grow apart, widening and widening until we (I)
demand braces and then | lose my retainer. My face is longer than hers. | am an inch taller. But
our voices are the same timbre. When we talk on the phone, our mother can’t tell us apart. We
say things at the same time in the same tone and then we laugh when that happens. We move
around a lot, England, Gambia, Ohio, two to three years in each place, and so we are natural
companions, drama kids who ham it up for the cameras, play elaborate games of make-believe,
sing in school musicals, ask obnoxious questions, enamored of our own cuteness.

It's an overused trope, sure, twin as metaphor. Twins as represented in the popular culture
are usually one-dimensional carbon copies of each other, devoid of all individual autonomy, or,
if not that, cartoonish opposites, the contradictions emphasized to the extreme. But there’s a
subtlety about being a twin, about the myriad similarities and common interests encapsulated in
someone who is not you.
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“Are you guys going to the same college?” Yes. But not on purpose... It will be the place
where the untwinning starts to happen and we won’t even realize it.

First to go, Dami’s hair. After sitting through years of cornrows, extensions, relaxers, and
quarterly sessions at the one black hairdresser that is sort of near us, Dami just gives up one
day and says, “I'm cutting it permanently.” She describes the shocked face of the barber as she
tells him, “Shorter, shorter.”

| don’t cut my hair. | keep it relaxed, and then when laziness takes over, | declare myself a
member of the third-wave natural hair movement.

The second thing to go, her faith. It had been on the fritz before, in high school. Struggles
with the usual questions — women, gay people, pain and suffering. There were shouting
matches when she refused to go to church. My mother was worried we’d become atheists in
college. But once we get there, | go to a Bible study and I like it. People are kind and thoughtful.
Smart. Open. | join a campus ministry and convince Dami to join too, and then one day she
flames out in spectacular, extravagant fashion... Suddenly, I'm going to church alone, campus
meetings alone, singing on the worship team alone.

Third to go, Dami herself, to France for 10 weeks. | am adamantly against it. | don't tell her
this. | feign lack of interest. Oh really? You're afraid you won'’t get your visa? Oh, Mum and Dad
are worried about you going? Oh, they’ve relented. Oh you're going? OK. Bye.

She comes back and things are different. So different that we can’t quite understand it. We
argue often and virulently. | don’t remember what the arguments were about (surely something
trivial), but | remember the tone vividly, the jabs, vicious jabs. It was misdirected anger, of
course. We were changing and we didn’t know how to cope with the change.

After graduation, | moved to D.C. for an internship and she stayed in Chicago, until she
decided to do an AmeriCorps program that took her across the country to California and | came
back to Chicago for a full-time job.

One consequence of moving so much is that you develop a numbing acceptance of
change, and thus a tendency to avoid attachment. Growing apart, or becoming — as we now
say to people who ask — sisters and not twins, was mostly horrifying, but sometimes it’s a relief.
It means that my worst fear can’t possibly devastate me as much as it once could.

Over this past Thanksgiving break, we watched the 2015 documentary Twinsters, about a
Los Angeles actress who discovers that she has an identical twin sister living in Paris. | was on
the verge of crying during the whole movie, but | could not bring myself to actually cry, because
Dami was dry-eyed and to admit that | was affected by this documentary would be to admit
feeling, emotion, attachment, sentiment. As passionate as both Dami and | are individually and
with others, amongst ourselves, we are understated. | think it's because the intensity of our love
for each other is overwhelming. Loving someone that much is embarrassing.

We live in the same city now. It is a fortunate accident. Or maybe God ordained it. That’s
what my mother would say.

We are a ‘we’ again. It's strange but exciting. If someone asks us if we are twins, we say
yes at the same time in the same tone and then we laugh. It's nice. My father prayed for twins.
And we came.

Tomi Obarois a 1 Comment Sort by
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How is the narrative structure used to explore ideas about identity?
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Write a guided analysis of the following text.

2.
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Disclaimer:

Texts used in IB language assessments are taken from authentic, third-party sources. The views expressed within
them belong to their individual authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the IB.
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